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	DUE DATE: 

YOUR BOOK REVIEW WILL BE DUE THE 2nd DAY WE GET BACK TO SCHOOL (SEPT. 8)! Bring your report to Miss Grover! 
Any questions, email : missgrover1@gmail.com
Website:

http://missgrover@weebly.com





















 





























Individual Highlights:


Inside Story	2


Inside Story	3


Inside Story	4


Inside Story	5


Inside Story	6


Inside Story	7


Last Story	8





Special Interest Articles:





Briefly highlight your point of interest here.





Briefly highlight your point of interest here





Briefly highlight your point of interest here





Summer Reading



































Step One: Choose a book. There are several books to choose from—read the descriptions below and choose wisely!  





Step Two: Write your book review! Instructions on back page!





Pauslen, Gary 		    Hatchet *


After a plane crash, thirteen-year-old Brian spends fifty-four days in the wilderness, learning to survive with only the aid of a hatchet given him by his mother, and learning also to survive his parents' divorce.





Lord, Cynthia                      Rules  *


			             (2007 Newberry Honor) 


Frustrated at life with an autistic brother, twelve-year-old Catherine longs for a normal existence, but her world is further complicated by a friendship with a young paraplegic. 





Kelly , Jacqueline                 The Evolution of Calpurnia Tate **          						   	           (2010 Newbery Honor) 


In central Texas in 1899, eleven-year-old Callie Vee Tate is instructed to be a lady by her mother, learns about love from the older three of her six brothers, and studies the natural world with her grandfather, the latter of which leads to an important discovery. 





Heiligman, Deborah            Charles and Emma: The Darwins’ Leap of Faith  **


				   (Michael L. Printz 2010 Honor) 


A biography of English naturalist Charles Darwin that provides an account of the personality behind evolutionary theory and the affect of his work on his personal life, such as his relationship with his religious wife. 





Blackwood, Gary	      The Shakespeare Stealer *


Widge, a likeable orphan, finds himself in the middle of an adventure to steal and copy the play HAMLET from Shakespeare. He soon discovers that life in the Globe Theatre is much better than the other places he has apprenticed.





Perkins, Mitali		       The Not-So-Star-Spangled Life of Sunita Sen  **


When grandparents from India visit, Sunita resents her Indian heritage.  Sunita has to figure out how the boy she likes, her best friend, her enemy, and her identity all fit together.





Falls, Kat		      Dark Life **


Sixteen-year-old Ty, first child born to the pioneers who live in the depths of the ocean, has little patience for topsiders (land dwellers) until he meets feisty Gemma, who immediately enlists his help to locate her missing older brother. 





Kinsella, W. P. 	              Shoeless Joe ***


Myth, fantasy and baseball are combined in this lyrical novel, which was adapted into the enormously popular movie Field of Dreams.  





Twain, Mark			     The Adventures of Tom Sawyer***


An imaginative and mischievous boy named Tom Sawyer lives with his Aunt Polly and his half-brother, Sid, in the Mississippi River town of St. Petersburg, Missouri.  Tom’s vivid imagination and ability to see adventure everywhere leads to excitement and danger.















































Summer Reading Choices











Where can you read?


At the beach!


At grandma’s!


On vacation!


While waiting in line!


Laying on the Couch!


On the bus to summer camp!





Difficulty Levels:


* = Easy read


** = Typical middle school reading


*** = More challenging





Book reviews are a chance for you to tell what your book was about AND what you think about the book.  They are a way to think more deeply about a book you've read and to show your understanding.





Outline of Book Review


Paragraph 1:  Introduction


Here you want to provide basic information about the book, and a sense of what your review will be about. You should include: title (underlined) and author, what genre it is, a brief 1-2 sentence introduction to the review.





Paragraphs 2 - however many you need


There are two main sections for this part: the book overview & the book analysis 


Book Overview:  The first is an explanation of what the book is about. The second is your opinions about the book and how successful it is. A good place to start is to explain the author's purpose and/or the main themes of the book. Then you can summarize.  Provide brief descriptions of the setting, the point of view (who tells the story), the protagonist , and other major characters. Give a concise plot summary. Along with the sequence of major events, you may want to discuss the book's climax and resolution, and/or literary devices such as foreshadowing. But, be careful not to give away important plot details or the ending!





Analysis and Evaluation:  In this section you analyze or critique the book. You can write about your own opinions; just be sure that you explain and support them with examples. 





Some questions you might want to consider:





Did the author achieve his or her purpose?


Is the writing effective, powerful, difficult, beautiful?


What are the strengths and weaknesses of the book?


For non-fiction, what are the author's qualifications to write about the subject? Do you agree with the author's arguments and conclusions?


What is your overall response to the book? Did you find it interesting, moving, dull?


Would you recommend it to others? Why or why not?





Last paragraph: Conclusion


Briefly conclude by pulling your thoughts together. You may want to say what impression the book left you with, or emphasize what you want your reader to know about it.



































It may be summer, but it’s no time to be slack about your writing!


Your book review needs to cover all the points listed to the left. 


It should also use correct grammar & spelling.  (











“No entertainment is so cheap as reading, nor any pleasure so lasting. “ 


~Mary Wortley Montagu








What is a Book Review and How Do I Write One?
















































































































































































Rachel RocCApe FEar CEnter for Inquiry


3131 Randall Parkway


Wilmington, NC 28412





COMPANY NAME


Street Address


City, State, 00000









































Books let us into their souls and lay open to us the secrets of our own.  ~William Hazlitt








